[Identification of tuberculosis pathogens in clinical material using the polymerase chain reaction].
The authors examined the possibility of detecting M. tuberculosis cells in various types of diagnostic material (sputum, blood, bone marrow, bronchoalveolar lavage fluid) from tuberculosis patients using polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The developed PCR-based test systems helped detect M. tuberculosis in 48 (90.6%) out of 53 tuberculosis patients, in contrast to much slower microbiological methods which permitted detection of Mycobacteria in only 21 (39.6%) patients. High specificity and virtually no false-positive results of PCR were demonstrated in testing diagnostic material from patients with chronic nonspecific pulmonary diseases and from children with lympholeukemia and anemia.